May 2017
Dear Diploma English 3 Scholars,

Greetings!  As you know, I will be your Diploma English 3 teacher, and I am very honored to have this opportunity to work with you.  The writing and analytical skills you developed this year will serve you well.  This course emphasizes intensive study of works from various genres and periods along with writing assignments focusing on the critical analysis of literature.

To ensure a successful beginning, I am asking that you read one book this summer:  How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.  You will find enclosed “Writing Assignments for How to Read Literature Like Professor.”  Please type your responses (12 point font, double-spaced), and title each response as noted on the assignments page, keeping them in sequential order.  In order to receive full credit, assignments must be completed and you must be ready to actively participate in a discussion the second day of class.  Furthermore, we will engage in analytical activities and writing, concerning this book, within the first weeks of school.

I am excited to work with each of you and anticipate a challenging, stimulating, and rewarding year.  Please feel free to stop by D2436 before school is out or contact me at sessam@cfbisd.edu if you have any questions.  I will check my email periodically throughout the summer.

Sincerely,

Megan Sessa
Writing Assignments for
How to Read Literature Like a Professor
by Thomas C. Foster
(Adapted from Donna Anglin)
*Note: Please pay close attention to the chapter TITLE, not the number – some versions have the chapters numbered a little differently, but the title listed is the chapter you should read.

Introduction: How’d He Do That?

How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature?  How does the recognition of patterns make it easier to read complicated literature?  Discuss a time when your appreciation of a literary work was enhanced by understanding symbol or pattern.

Required Length: 1/2 pg.

Chapter 1 – Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)

Chapter 9 – It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow

Chapter 12 – Is That a Symbol?

Use the process described on page 106, and investigate the symbolism of the fence in “Araby.” (Mangan’s sister stands behind it.)

Required Length: 1/2 pg.

Chapter 13 – It’s All Political

Assume that Foster is right and “it is all political.”  Use his criteria to show that one of the major works assigned to you as a freshman is political.

Required Length: 1/2 pg.

Chapter 19 – Geography Matters…

Discuss at least four different aspects of a specific literary work that Foster would classify under “geography.”

Required Length: 1/2 pg.

Chapter 24 – Don’t Read with Your Eyes

After reading Chapter 25, choose a scene or episode from a novel, play, or epic written before the twentieth century.  Contrast how it could be viewed by a reader from the twenty-first century with how it might be viewed by a contemporary reader.  Focus on specific assumptions that the author makes, assumptions that would not make it in this century.

Required Length: 1/2 pg.

Chapter 25 – It’s My Symbol And I’ll Cry If I Want To

Chapter 26 – Is He Serious?  And Other Ironies

Chapter 27 – A Test Case

