TEACHER LED ACTIVITIES
HABITAT COMPARISONS
 
OBJECTIVE:
The students will gain an appreciation for the difference between two habitats and the types of organisms that can be supported in each.  Students will select a site at each habitat by placing hula-hoops on the ground.  With the help of the teacher, students will observe and collect small organisms in their chosen areas using Popsicle sticks and collection containers. 

MATERIALS:
1. Large hula hoops (used for encircling an area for study)
2. Popsicle Sticks or similar item. (used for probing and searching selected areas)
3. Collection containers (Labeled Habitat A and Habitat B)
4. Venn diagram

PROCEDURE:
1. Lead a discussion by defining the word habitat.  Habitat: A place where a plant or animal lives.  Examples:  pond, forest, field, mowed lawn, beach, etc. 

2. Explain to the students that they will be taking a short teacher-led hike and selecting two places considered different habitat types.  Students will place hula-hoops within the habitats to designate an area to observe.  Two specific places to place the hula-hoops at the Outdoor Learning Center will be under a wooded/forest area and an open/field area.


3. Let students know they are going to be scientists and search for organisms in the sites they select and compare what they find at both places/habitats.  Have students come up with a list of organisms/items they might find in their habitats. 
Examples:  vines, fungus, weedy plants, trees, insects, spiders, worms, rocks.

ALSO SUGGEST SOME SPECIFIC ITEMS TO LOOK FOR SUCH AS:

· Evidence of an insect (Examples: ant mound, partially eaten leaves or bark, shed insect skins, insect galls, etc.)
· Life cycle stages of an organism (egg, larva, pupa - cocoon/chrysalis, adult)
· Parts of a plant (leaf, root, flower, stem, seed, etc.)
· Living organisms and non-living objects  (insects, flowers vs. rocks, soil, water) 
· Seeds vs. eggs to compare (Ask students if items collected came from a plant or animal.)

1. Divide the students into groups of two or three and assign each student in the group a certain task such as the placer of the hula-hoop, holder of the collection containers, and animal/plant collector.   
2. Demonstrate how to place the hula-hoop in a habitat area.  The area should be in a place where students can move freely around the hoop.  Avoid wet and muddy places and areas where poisonous plants or thorny vines are present. 

3. Demonstrate how to use the collection container and Popsicle Stick.  Explain that they will have a labeled collection container for each habitat.  All the items they find in habitat A will go in the container labeled “A”. The items they find in habitat B will go in container “B”.  

4. Hand out equipment and proceed to habitat “A”.  Let the groups pick a spot when you arrive at the first habitat by placing the hula-hoop in a proper location.  Students can then begin observing and collecting items.  After about three minutes set the “A” containers down in the picnic area.  Gather the “B” jars and move on the second habitat and repeat process.   Be sure you have enough time at the end to make comparisons between what was found at each habitat.  

5. Have each group report one thing they found from each habitat as you record the results on the vein diagram.   

6. Now have the class look at the Venn diagram and make comparisons between the two habitats.  (Choose a couple of the questions listed below to ask students.   Students should make the connection that different habitats support different animals and plants.)  

7. Make sure all equipment is returned and all items have been removed from the collection containers.   Live organisms can be released by the woods or river.

QUESTIONS?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Was there a difference on how much of the site was covered by plants?

· Was there a difference in the number of species/kinds of plants?

· Was there a difference in the size of the plants?  

· Were there any plants that were the same at both habitats?

· Was there a difference in the type of animals found?

· Was there a difference in the number of species/kinds of animals?

· Were any of the animals the same at each habitat?

· Was the weather different at each site? (The amount of sunshine)

· Was there a difference in the conditions of each site?  (moisture, windy, dry, hilly, etc.)

· In what ways are the sites different?

· How do you think these differences might affect animals or plants?
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