TEACHER LED ACTIVITIES
AQUATIC SAMPLING WITH DIP NETS  


OBJECTIVE:
Students will learn how to use aquatic dip nets and collect samples from the pond.  Students will identify the organisms they collect using observation tools and identification guides.  Students will also learn the life cycles stages of the organisms collected.

MATERIALS:
1. Dip Nets
2. Plastic Viewing Containers
3. Golden Guides (Pond Life)
4. Vials With Preserved Specimens
5. Bucket (used to collect water for viewing containers)
6. Plastic spoons (used to pick-up organisms)

PROCEDURE:
1.  Have each student choose a partner and then line up parallel to the water’s edge.
2.  Discuss what type of organisms might live in the pond including plants.  Example might be crayfish, fish, snails, clams, shrimp, water beetles, dragonfly nymphs, small crustaceans, algae, salamanders and tadpoles.

3.  Explain to the students that they will be identifying the life cycle stages of the organisms they find.                Examples of life cycles in a pond:

Egg – larva – pupa – adult	(example – aquatic beetle)
Egg – larva – adult		(example – frog)
Egg – nymph – adult		(example – dragonfly)
Egg – sub adult - adult		(example – fish, snail)

4.  Demonstrate how to use the aquatic net and how to pick up and place the collected organisms in the plastic containers.

5.  Show students how to identify an organism and its life cycle stages by using the Golden guide "Pond Life".

6.  Pass one net to each pair and let all pairs them began taking turns dipping the net into the pond.  (Students should stay on the West Side of the pond.)

7.  When time is up, have students carefully place animals back into pond, wash equipment and place 
     the nets in a neat stack.  (Add fresh water to viewing containers for each group.)
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